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More than 400 friends and supporters filled the Universal Hilton ballroom at the 
November 15th Actors and Others’ Celebration of Caring fundraising event.  There 
are truly not enough words to thank the PETCO Foundation for its sponsorship of 
this annual event.   Because of their collaboration and generosity, each year we are 
able to commemorate the accomplishments of Actors and Others and toast some of 
our greatest entertainers – like the indomitable Broadway legend and icon Miss 
Carol Channing!

Earlier in the year Miss Channing fractured her leg and the Celebration of Caring 
was her first public appearance since the accident.  Actors and Others’ president 
and mistress of ceremonies introduced the star-studded toasters – Lily Tomlin, 
Henry Gibson, Florence Henderson, Tippi Hedren, Peter Marshall, Carole 
Cook, Mary Jo Catlett, Bruce Vilanch, Rip Taylor and Carol’s husband Harry 
Kulligian – who in a spirit of camaraderie all entered the ballroom wearing or toting 
neck braces, crutches, IV’s, walkers, canes and the like!

Among the other guests were our president emeritus Earl Holliman, Ed Asner, Mary 
Ann Mobley, Gary Collins, Dick Van Patten, Gary Owens, Abby Dalton, Ruta Lee, 
Jamie Farr, Jane Kean, Ted Lange, Peggy Rea, Chuck McCann, Ann Rutherford, 
Bill Hays, Beth Grant, George Pennachio, Linda Breakstone, Leonard Maltin, Jack 
Riley and Christine Devine.
						    
Each toaster took to the microphone and humorously shared a story or two about how 
Miss Channing had affected their own lives, including our president and mistress of 
ceremonies, JoAnne Worley who talked about how she had been Carol Channing’s 
“Stand By” when Hello Dolly! opened on Broadway.  

Paul Jolly presented the Award of Caring to Paula Kent Meehan for her love of all 
animals and her lifelong commitment to their well-being.  Ms. Meehan’s compassion 
is unmistakable to anyone who knows her, and we are privileged to call her our friend 
and pleased to honor such an extraordinary woman.

CELEBRATION OF CARING
TOAST TO MISS CAROL CHANNING
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SUCCESS IS NOT A DESTINATION,
BUT A JOURNEY

With your encouragement and support, Actors and Others has been diligently working 
these past 38 years to help animals in need.   With you by our side, we will continue to 
provide a comprehensive “stimulus package” including subsidizing spay/neuter surgeries 
and emergency veterinary medical treatment, promoting humane education, championing 
pet assisted therapy in hospitals and similar facilities, providing direction in the care and 
protection of feral cats, offering state-wide referrals of affordable spay/neuter surgeries 
through www.spaycalifornia.org  and supporting animal welfare legislation.  Nothing 
will diminish or destroy the spirit of caring that built Actors and Others and that everyday 
reminds all of us that it is more blessed to give them receive.  

YOUR DONOR DOLLARS AT WORK FISCAL YEARS 1999-2008

PETS/PEOPLE PROGRAMS	        NUMBER HELPED
Dog Spays											         
Dog Neuters											        
Cat Spays												         
Cat Neuters											         
Bunny Spays										              
Bunny Neuters										             
Pet Assisted Therapy						                
Humane Education							                      

TOTAL SPAY/NEUTER SURGERIES	

The American Institute of Philanthropy gives high marks to charities that spent 75% or 
greater on their charitable purpose.  Over the years, Actors and Others has consistently 
met that threshold, and our last reporting showed that 90% or 90 cents of every donated 
dollar goes directly to helping animals and their guardians!  

When you contribute to Actors and Others you can be confident in knowing that 
your hard earned dollars are being utilized wisely.  In addition, you can be secure 
in knowing that we work very closely with our financial advisors, Smith Barney, 
to incorporate both our shared principals of animal welfare and cautious investment 
strategies to ensure long-term viability and achievement.

Now you can contribute to Actors and 
Others every time you shop online 
through PetGive.com.  PetGive.com 
has teamed up with hundreds of retailers 
like Best Buy, Toys R Us and Barnes 
and Noble and hundreds of pet charities 
like Actors and Others to turn your 
everyday shopping into a charitable 
contribution to help end the euthanasia 
of so many discarded animals.  It’s free 
to register and with each purchase, a 
portion of the sales total will be donated 
to Actors and Others.  So, sign up today 
at www.PetGive.com, select Actors and 
Others for Animals, and start shopping.  
It’s the “purr-fect” way to stretch your 
dollar and say you care!

In yet another example of how Actors 
and Others continues to be progressive 
and proactive in its drive to help 
guardians spay and neuter their pets, our 
latest program SpayCalifornia continues 
to shine!  SpayCalifornia.org has 
averaged 2,000 new visits and referrals 
per month.  Starting in January, 2009 
this number jumped to an incredible 
3,000 per month!  A state-wide referral 
network/database, SpayCalifornia.org 
connects pet guardians throughout the 
State of California with participating 
programs and veterinarians offering low 
cost services. 

Life in an assisted care facility or convalescent hospital can be very isolating, confining and 
forlorn for the too often forgotten seniors and seriously ill who reside there.  For nearly 20 years 
now Actors and Others has helped thousands of such patients experience the dramatic effects a 
pet can have on their well-being and happiness.  Currently, we have 20 volunteer teams visiting 
18 facilities including the world famous Grossman 
Burn Center at the Sherman Oaks Hospital.

One of our newest teams is actress Hunter Austin and 
her 1-1/2 year old miniature horse named “Willow.”  
Hunter was involved with Actors and Others as a 
young child and remembered us fondly.  Through our 
Pet Assisted Therapy Program, Hunter and Willow are 

now visiting the residents of Isocare Convalescent Hospital in Glendale with rave reviews.  When 
he enters a room, there are smiles all around, and when he puts his head in the laps of welcoming 
seniors, kisses and hugs abound! 

A HORSE IS A HORSE OF COURSE, OF COURSE
Unless it’s an Actors and Others Pet Therapy Volunteer
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